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TO OUR PATRONS. 

The next number of The Jeffersonian completes a full 
year of its existence, and at the close of its First Volume 
its publication will be temporarily suspended. Arrange- 
ments are in train for its reissue at an early day, and the 
co-operation of all its friends and well-wishers are earnest- 
ly solicited to hasten that consummation. 

Tur JEFFERSONIAN was established by a few patriotic 
and public-spirited citizens of this State, with a view to the 
dissemination of correct and important intelligence regard- 
ing our public affairs, divested of the rancor and bitterness 
with which political discussions are too frequently imbued. 
While the advancement of Education, of Internal Improve- 
ment, of Moral and Intellectual Culture,.and the diffusion 
of Intelligence generally, were regarded as coming justly 
within the scope of our humble journal,.it was thought that 
dispassionate and candid presentment of facts and argu- 
ments bearing upon the political condition of the country, 
and especially upon the new principles and featuressought 

to be engrafted upon the Financial Policy of the Federal 
Government, could not fail of exerting a salutary influence. 
How far those views were correct, and how far the con- 


duct of our humble sheet has subserved the interests of 


Virtue and Truth and answered the expectations of iis 
friends, we shall not attempt to decide. We are content 
to abide the verdict of our readers. 

THE JeFrFeRsONIAN, in its outset, was an experiment, 
and one which seemed to the minds of many of doubt- 
ful expediency and promise. It was assailed by some 
from whom a different regard had been anticipated, and 
viewed with distrust by a still larger number. Under such 
auspices, in view of the necessity that the paper should 
be widely circulated to test its usefulness and value, the 
burthen of maintaining it devolved upon a few individu- 
als. Itis inno respect reasonable or proper that such 
should continue to be the case. During the past year, The 
Jeffersonian has been afforded to the mass of its readers at 
Fifty Cents per annufa—a price hardly sufficient to pay for 
the paper on which it is pririted. The entire cost of Print- 
ing, &c. been a tax on the originators and prominent 
friends of the undertaking. This they will not be required 
‘to bear any longer. 

The Jeffersonian will continue to be published withvut 
any desire or hope of pecuniary advantage therefrom, and 
at the lowest price for which it can possibly be afforded. 
Issued without Advertisements or any of the usual sources 
of profit, and containing an amount of matter much larger 
than is ordinarily given in a weekly newspaper, it ,will be 
afforded hereafter at Une Dollar per annam—the Second 
Volume to be commenced as soon as Five Thousand 
names (equal to one-third of its present subscription list) 
have been returned to the Publisher, as wishing to continue 
or becorne subscribers, and to pay the price when the first 

numbefshall have been issued. No money need be forward- 

.@4 until the reappearance of the paper, and no letters will 
be.taken from the Office unless post-paid. Our friends 
throughout the State are requested to make such exertions 
in behalf of our journal as its character in their judge- 
ment shall merit. 





Charles H. Wickliffe was on the 5th ult. elected May- 
or of the City of Lexington, Kentncky. 


Extensive Commercial Intercourse has commenced 
between Texas and England, Large quantities of Cotton 
are about to be shipped for Liverpool. 


ALBANY, N. Y.. SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 1839 


IMPORTANT PROPOSITION. 

In the U. S. Senate, on Monday of last week, 
Mr. Tallmadge of N. Y. submitted the following 
propositions for the Amendment of the Constitu- 
tion of the United States: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
two-thirds of both Houses deeming it necessary, that the 
follewing articles be proposed to the Legislature of the 
several States, as amendments to the Constitution of the 


United States, all or any of which articles, when val by 
three-fourths of the said Legislatures, to be va 
allintents and purposes, as part of the said Constitution. 

1. The President of the United States shall hold 
his office but for one term of four years, and shall be ine- 
ligible thereafter. 

2. The Secretary of the Treasury shall be appointed by 
Congress, in such manner and for suchtermas shall be pre- 
scribed by law. 

3. The Treasurer shall be appointed by Congress, 
in such manner and for such termas shall be prescribed by 
law. 

4. The Post Master General sball be appointed by 
Congress, in such mannerand for such term as shall be 
prescribed by law. 

5. Nomember of Congress shell be appointed to any 
office under the United States, until the expiration of two 
years after he shall have ceased to be a member. 

We feel a strong conviction that these proposi 
tions of Amendment will commend themselves 
to the sober judgement and approval of the Free- 
men of the United States. True, the Federal 
Constitution should not be touched on grounds of 
slight or temporary defect, but the evils here aim- 
ed at are of a different and vitally important cha- 
racter. The dangers and the mischiefs of inordi- 
nate Executive Patronage can hardly be overrated. 
The dispassionate sense of the People is right on 
this point. We see State after State retrenching 
the extent of such Patronage, and throwing up 
new bulwarks against its insidious assaults upon 
the Purity of Action and the Freedom of Opin- 
ion. Pennsylvania, after four or five ineffectual 
trials, has at length, by the solemn verdict of her 
Freemen, curtailed the Patronage of her Gover- 
nor to one-fourth its formerextent. The States of 
more recent formation almost invariably develye* 
on their Legishatures or commit diréctly ‘to the 
People a great portion of the power which in for- 
mer days was vested—necessarily, as was thought 
—in the Chief Magistfate. Thirty years ago, a 
proposition to elect Justices of the Peace by the 
People would have branded the author as a fool 
oramadman. Now, the example boldly set by 
NeweYork has not only been followed elsewhere 
with decided success, but even Judgesare so elect- 
ed in some States, and without carrying in its train 
the experience of those evils which are so glaring- 
ly predicted in the outset. It is beginning to be 
understood that the People are as competent to say 
by whom their laws shall be administered and ex- 
pounded as to designate those who are. 

The proposition to limit the service of President 
of the United States to a single term of four years 
originated with the friends of Gen. Jackson in 
1827-8. Their efforts in that Presidential contest 
were ostensibly directed to the icfusing of greater 
purity, simplicity, economy and vigor into the pub- 
lic service, and to the restriction of Executive 
Power. To these ends, the limitation of a Presi- 
dent’s service in that high capacity to a single 
term was proclaimed as one of the principles of the 
party, and propounded as such in the Addresses, 
Resolutions, &c. of Conventions and Public Meet-. 
ings, and enforced by what was said to be the deter- 
mination of Gen. Jackson himself. The principle 
was approved, but not carried into practice—cir- 
cumstances inducing the presentation and election 
of Gen. Jackson for a second term. The practice 
diverged, but the principle remains as sound as 





ever, while the rapid growth and exorbitant extent 
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of such Patronage render its adoptien of infinite- 
ly greater importance and urgency than ever. 

The considerations on which the proposed re. 
striction to a single term are based, are mainly that 
the Chief Magistrate of a Republic so vast and of . 
such complicated interests as curs should be placed 
absolutely above the temptations of selfish interest 
or partisan feeling. He should be in a position 
to have no other interest which may possibly clash 
with his devotion to the common weal. It should 
be not merely his highest but his only ambition to 
discharge the duties of his station with the most 
rigid fidelity. Butthese high aims may sometimes 
come in collision with his chances of re-election, 
when such a re-election is within the legitimate 
scope of his ambition. 

The liberation of the Postmaster General and 
Secretary of the Treasury from their present im- 
mediate and unqualified dependence on the Presi- 
dent is even more obviously desirable. At this 
moment, the appointment of some Twelve Thou- 
sand Postmasters is vested in the Postmaster Gene- 
ral. They are the creatures of hls breath, and 
may every one be superseded to-morrow without 
his assigning a shadow of reason. (We do not 
include the Postmasters of a few of the largest 
cities, who are appointed by the President and 
Senate.) Beside this vast extent of Patronage, 
running through every village and almost every 
neighborhood of the Union, he hasstill the bestow- 
meat of Mail Contracts, of much lucrative Adver- 
tising, the creation of new Mail Routes, and the 
arbitrary imposition or forbearance of fines in every 
quarter. These vast responsibilities are too weighty 
of themselves for one man; but when it is seen 
that he is not even so much as that, but the mere 
appendage or instrument of another functionary, 
who may overrule him in all things and discharge 
him at at a moment’s notice, the arrangement be- 
comes too palpably absurd. There is no pretence 
of reason for this servile dependence of the Post- 
master General on the President instcad of the 
Representatives of the People but the shadowy 
and meaningless analogy of kingly power. 

The Secretary of the Treasury and Treasurer 
are similarly situated. Holding stations of the 
very highest importance, with functions altogether 
distinct from those of the President, they are lia- 
ble according to the construction which has been 
approved and settled, to be instantly hurled from 
office by the President on the occurrence of any 
difference of opinion with regard to the proper 
discharge of their exclusive duties. Should Con- 
gress direct those officers, for instance, to make a 
certain disposition of the Public Moneys not ac- 
cording with the wishes of the President, he has 
ample power to punish them by instant discharge 
or removal for obeying the Representatives of the 
People, and neither Congress nor any one can 
grant them a particle of redress. Even should the 
Supreme Court decide that a proposed course was 
repugnant to the Constitution and Laws of the 
Land, the President might still compel them to 
pursue that very course under penalty of eject- 
ment from office; and though the extreme and 
practically impossible procedure of Impeachment 
might be attempted against the President, it would 
bring no redress to the ejected. Their choice 
must lie between obeying the laws and incurring 
ignominious removal thereby and obeying the 
President and still enjoying the honors and emolu- 
ments of office, of which no power but his could 
deprive them, (for the bug-bear of Impeachment, 
under the received construction, could not proper- 
ly be directed against them but the President 
himself.) We need not here quote the case of 
Mr. Secretary Duane and the Removal of the De- 
posites to confirm this view of the case. The 
result is that the President becomes the only re- 
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Government, with an aggregate of Power aud 
Patronage which well nigh sets responsibility at 
defiance. , 

We are aware that these truths have a wide ap- 
plication; but there are peculiar and obvious rea- 
sons why the Secretary of the Treasury and Trea- 
surer should be more myoup | responsible to Co::- 
gress and less dependent on the President. There 
are no difficulties necessarily attending *"~* an ar- 
rangement, as the experience of ~ar own State 
fully shows. Here the Compt-oller, Attorney 
General, and even the Secretary of State, are not 
only wholly independent of the Governor, but 
often politically opposed to him, yet no evil or in- 
convenience has ever resulted from the circum- 
stance. 

The fifth proposition of Mr. Tallmadge is one 
which has been especially and forcibly urged by 
General Jackson, with thousands of others enjoy- 
ing the popular confidence, as essential to the pu- 
rity of our Government. It is substantially em- 
bodied in the Constitution of our own State and 
many others. So obvious is its propriety, that we 

do not recollect ever hearing an argument attempt- 
ed in opposition. We shall not, therefore, waste 
words in its favor. 

We hope Congress will determine te consider 
and adopt these propositions forthwith; but in any 
case we again commend them to the calm consid- 
eration of the People. 

—_—_—_—_— 
CONGRESS. 

The bill to depopulate, impoverish, and despoil 
the Old States of the Union under cover of redu- 
cing the Price of the Public Lands, which passed 
the Senate by a vote of 27 to 22, as stated in our 
Jast, has been nailed to the table of the House of 
R presentatives by a close but decisive vote. The 
project is admitted by its friends to be dead, so far 
as this Congress is concerned. ‘The following is 
the vote by which the operation was performed : 

The bill baving been received from the Senate 
and read twice, a debae aroie on contradictory 
motions of reference, which was cut short by a 
motion of Mr. Montgomery of N. C. that the bill 
te laid upon the table. (This motion is not 
debatable.) A call of tho House was then had, 
the Yeas and Nays ordered, and the motion to lay 
on the table prevailed by the following vote: 

Yeas—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allen, John 
W. Allen. Anderson, Aycrigg, Bunks, Borden, Buchanan, 
Wiilom B. Calhoun, John Calhoun, John Campbell, Cham- 
bers, Childs, Cottin, Coles, Corwin, Cranston, Darlington, 
Davee, Davies, Deberry, Evans, Everett, R. Fletcher, Fiil- 
more, James Garland, Giddings, James Graham, Grant- 
land, Graves, Grennell, Griffin, Haley, Hall, Harper, Has- 
tings, Luwes, Hawkings, Henry, Heffman, Hopkins, 
Robert M. T. Hunter, Jabez Jackson, Jenier, W. C. 
Jonson. Kennedy, Legare, Lincoln, Mallory, Marvin, J. 
M. Mason, S. Mason, Maxwell, McKennan, Menefee, 
Merecy, Milligan, Afitchel/, Montgomery, M. Morris, 
Culvery Morris, Naylor, Noyes, Ogle, Parmenter, Parris, 
Veurce, Peck, Petriken, Pickens, Pope, Potts, Potter. Put- 
mam, Reed, Rencher, Ridgway, Robertson, Robinson, 
Tiumsey, Russe/l, Saltonstall, Sawyer, Sergeant, Augus- 
tine H. Shepperd, Charles Shepard, Sibley, Slade, South 
gate, Stanly, Stratton, Taliaferro, Thompson, Tillinghast, 
Titus, Voland, Underwood, John White, L. Wilhams, 
Worthington, York—102. 

Naysa—Messrs. Andrews, Atherton, Beatty, Beers, 
Beirne, Bell. Bicined/, Biddle, Birdsail, Boon, Bouldin, 
Brodhead, Bronson, Cambreleng, William B. Campbell, 
Carter, Casey, Chaney, Chapman, Cheatham, Cleveland, 
Crabb, Crary, Crockett, Cushing, Cushman, DeGraff, 
Dromgoole, Duncan, Dunn, Edwards, Ewing, Farrington, 
Vrve, Galinp, Rice Garland, Goode, William Graham, 
Gray, Hamer, Haynes, Herod) Howard, William H. Hur- 
ter, Ingham, Zhomas B. Jackson, Henry Johnson, J. 
Jotnson, N. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Klingensmith, Lead- 
better, Lewie, Logan, Loomis, Lyon, Martin, Maury, May, 
MeKay, 2. MeClellan, A. McClellan, Miller, Afoore, 
Morgan, Murray, Noble, Parker, Phelps, Plumer, Pratt, 

x H. Frentiss, 5.S. Prentiss, Raviden, Rives, Sheffer, 
Shields, Sheplor, Snyder, Spencer, Stuart, Stone, Swear- 

ingen, Taylor, Thomas, Towns, Turney, Vail, Vander- 
veer, W bster, Albert S. White, Whittlesey, S. Williams, 
J.W. Wiiliams, J. L. Williams, C. H. Williams, Yell—98. 

We have placed the names of New- York Mem- 
bers in Italics for the benefit of their constituents. 





THE JEFFERSONIAN. 


New-York and New-Hampshire alone among the 
Old States voted against laying this bill on the 
table! Zwenty-sir votes from New-York against 
laying this bill on the table ard only ten in its favor. 
(Mr. Curtis of the city is absent on the great Com- 
mittee of Investigation.) 

The next day, Mr. Petriken of Pa. moved are- 
consideration of the above vote; when the Yeas 
and Nays being ordered, the vote stood—Yeas 98; 


Nays 99—So the bill is dead. 
NEW-YORK--OFFICIAL BETURNS. 
1838. CORTLAND COUNTY—OFFICIAL. 134. 

Towns. Se ward.Marcy.BradishTracy.Sew’d. M’cy 
Cincinnatus eeoesesceces 53 157 45 150 
Cortlandville ........ 432 304 457 250 
Freetown Coesceceeces TE 85 62 90 

Teccccscccssees 486 184 486 150 

q ONeecccceccecee 103 - 75 98 89 
Preblescccccccccceee 125 124 114 143 
Scott ccccccccccccee 13] 115 121 135 
Solon ccccccccesscee 121 250 94 275 
Truaton ccccccsccees See 292 374 283 
Virgil .eccccsceseeee 377 345 258 382 
WHI cccccccceccoes 59° 79 4 75 
Total...... 2290 2010 2318 2005 2163 2022 


Lieut. Governor Bradish 2318 Tracy......+.++--2005 











Senator...... Nicholas2307 Loomis........-. 2016 
Congress...+++Ely 2313 Leonard ...e+.+6 1999 
“ Miller 2309 Dana......e-e0-- 2001 
Assembly..ee. Green 2300 Berry ........-. 2006 
“ Isaacs 2301 Richardson ...... 2004 
DELAWARE COUNT Y—Oficial. 

Andes ccoccecscecsee 220 80 226 80 165 75 
Bovina .ccssesceeess ISL 87 131 87 110 = 84 
Colchester ...ee2e02- 69 155 72 153 96 133 
Davenport....-.+e+02. 39 300 39 300 11 220 
Delhi ccccccccccccee 205 202 206 202 147 208 
Franklin..ceceseeeee 104 419 109 419 23 367 
Hamden...eceseeses 119 107 120 110 47 140 
Hancock....-.eee2.- 81 106 3830 106 48 103 
Harpersfield........-. 165 121 164 121 133 158 
Kortright.... eeereece 175 168 173 189 87 266 
Magonville...ee+.ee- 128 113 128 113 108 120 
Meredith......+-ee02 112 140 114 139 70 153 
Middleton .eccceseee 202 190 202 190 89 227 
Roxbury ..eeee+eeee5 239 262 287 262 158 365 
Sidney..ceeeseeseeee 69 238 63 240 49 200 
Stamford...cceesecess 151 148 151 148 176 161 
Tompkins cppecesoce BO a2 S6 3226 58 BE7 
Waltonccccccceesceee 109 180 116 179 114 185 
Total...ee- 2375 3356 2387 3358 1690 3462 

Senator Harvey Watson 2377 A. C. Paige 3350 
Cengress Erastus Root 2375 Judson Allen 3302 
Assembly Alex. Daniels 2317 Jonas More 3385 
* Chas. A. Baxter 2340 Ichabod Bartlett 2278 

ESSEX COUNTY—Oficial. 

Chesterfield ....-22-- 152 190 173 109 
Crownpoint..o+eceees 213 205 197 208 
Elizabethtown.....--. 114 61 lll 67 
DOE éccces senceces See See 142 130 
titreccesescccts ae Oa 188 73 
Keene ..cccscccesees 94 38 10d 16 
Lewis cccoccccccccee 164 103 199 64 
Minerva .ccceeeesees 27 30 38 15 
Moriah .ccccecccevees307 112 289 91 
Newcomb ....-+.--. 14 0 12 0 
Schroon .ccccsccesss St 208 71 243 
Ticonderoga ...-++++ 232 145 239 159 
Westport ...see2e0+- 166 144 171 15t 
Willsborough ...-+++- 94 56 93 99 
Wilmington......+06- 97 119 86 49 
Total....+. 2067 1658 2077 1656 2113 1474 

Lieut. Governor Bradish 2077 Tracy.......- 1656 
Senator.eesee+. Peck 2073 «=Barber......- 1655 
Congress Tomlinson 2058 Hand 1680 
Assembly : Hammond 2077 Trimble 1615 

LIVINGSTON COUNTY-— Official. 

Avon : : 323 169 324 169 331 179 
Caledonia $ : 161 101 160 101 158 88 
Conesus : : 175 123 175 123 161 129 
Geneseo : $ 319 190 319 190 311 164 
Groveland : : 1155 127 156 127 154 106 
Leicester : : 222 203 223 205 189 178 
Lima : $ : 249 173 253 173 213 185 
Livonia : : 281 230 283 230 275 210 
Mount Morris : 369 226 365 226 339 215 
Sparta $ : 423 403 423 404 442 310 
Spring water $ 302 144 301 145 283 97 
York $ : 410 112 400 113 36L 100 








Total : 3389 2201 3392 2205 3217 1961 





MADISON COUNT Y—Offcial. 








Brookfield $ : 249 365 232 419 
Cazenovia : : 454 277 511 292 
De Ruyter 200 «#131 172 120 
Eaton : $ 270 340 265 397 
Fenner : $ 170 154 180 181 
Georgetown - 71 #113 109 90 
Hamilton : : 353 344 341 410 
Lebanon : 266 79 275 101 
nox : : 353 538 414 480 
Madison : 148 247 211 261 
Nelson : 3 191 218 205 222 
Smithfield $ $ 73 159 188 297 
Stockbridge = : 114 231 new town. 
Sullivan : : 265 187 231 442 
Total ™ : 3222 3583 8456 3576 3334 3712 

Lieut. Governor Bradish 3456 Tracy 3576 
Senator ; Ledyard 3164 Clark : 3337 
Congress Birdseye 3276 Earll : 3463 

: Foster 3338 Rogers - 3559 
Assembly Dibble 3387 Barnard 3559 
: Maine 3172 Enos : 3565 

Van Valkenburgh3179 Leland 3564 

*MONTGOMERY COUNTY—Oficial. 
Amsterdam : 327 341 399 336 
Canajoharie : 406 389 4ll 471 
Charleston 225 201 225 159 
Florida 3 281 338 258 339 
Glen : : 254 267 229 293 
Mohawk : : 237 266 new town. 
Minden : $ 268 261 208 305 
Palatine Hy 3 216 251 208 327 
Root : : 228 319 163 326 
St. Johnsvill 116 164 new town. 
Arrietta : $ 5 18 - * 
Hope ~ : 22 98 15 136 
Lake Pleasant : 20 20 15 43 
Long Lake : : ] 6 new town. 
Morehouse : 6 16 » a 

Wells : 34 46 20 52 
Total : 2646 3001 2628 3015 2151 2783 

Lieut. Governor Bradish 2628 Tracy : 3015 
Senator : Peck 2649 Barber : 2983 
Congress : Wagner 2641 Sacia : 2990 
Assembly De Graff 2537 Jackson 2727 
“ Mitchell 259€ Trost 2823 

*Hamilton included, in all but Assembly votes. 
PUTNAM COUNTY —Oficial. 

Carmel ~ : 138 180 134 180 170 213 
Southeast $ ; 154 178 154 178 74 169 
Patterson : 120 136 120 137 94 113 
Phillipstown 148 447 147 147 93 437 
Kent : 132 179 132 179 151 129 
Total 687 1120 687 1121 582 1061 

| Senator Lounsbury 687 Johnson : 1121 
Congress Bowron 684 Kemble 1115 
Assembly Warren 727 =‘®eephens : 1042 

RICHMOND COUNTY—Offcial. 

Castleton : 200 320 200 320 190 244 
Northfield 240 154 239 154222 145 
Southfield : 103 103 99 103 91 96 
Westfield 3 183 165 183 165 175 135 
Total >: 726 742 721 742 678 620 

Senator Gabriel Furman 718 Minth. Tompkins 748 
Congress Joon S. Gurnee 734 J.D.L. Montany732 


Assembly Israel Oakley 734 Ab’m.Simonson 713 








THE SUB-TREASURY. 

It seems that the new Sub-Treasury bill is not to be sty- 
led, known and considered an independent treasury or a 
divorce, but a bill “more effectually to secure’ the public 
money in the hands of officers and agents of the Govern- 
ment.” 

It strikes us that a bill to keep the public money out of 
their hands would render it altogether more secure. The 
public moneys have a a tendency to remain “in tg, hands 
of the officers and ggents of the Government”’ of late, even 
without law. What would become of the revenue, if such. 
men were made its legal keepers? [Fort Plain Journal. 


EE 


Locked Jaw.—A remedy has been discovered for this 
dreadful affection It is nothing butthe application of 
warm strong ley made from wood ashes. The part injured 
should be bathed in the ley frequently, and if it be in a part 
of the body that cannot be conveniently emersed, apply 
flannels wetted with the ley It affords speedy rel'ef and 
gradual cure. This is a very simple remedy, bnt it is worth 
remembering and trying. The simplest are often the most 
efficient agents. Many cures fre said tohave been wrought 





by this. [Greenfield (Mass.) Gaz. 
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SPEECH OF 


EXTRACTS FROM THE 


SPEECH OF MR. WISE OF VA. 
ON THE GREAT DEFALCATIONS. 


Mr. Wise rose to address the House on Mr. 
Cambreleng'’s motion for aselect committee to In- 
vestigate the defalcation of Samuel Swartwout, 
late Collector at New York. Several gentlemen 
solicited him to defer his remarks until to-morrow. 
Mr. Wisse declined, and said : 

Mr. Speaker: After once losing the floor in the manner 
I did, by complying with such requests the other day, and 
by your decision yesterday that petitions had precedence fur 
thirty days over this motion, I feel very timid of locofoco- 
ism in yielding it again. I see, sir, gentlemen desire that 
this discussion should not proceed, at least not yet. They 
are afraid that public sentiment will be forestalled. They 
are heartily sick of this subject already, and would gladly 
get rid of it altogether. For their sakes, then, J shall go 
on; let them be patient under the operation; if they are 
hungry, let them go home and get their dinner; I shall not 
have concluded before their return, for, by refusing me 
leave to proceed yesterday, they have only given me more 
time to provide more materials; they have only laid up for 
themselves wrath against the day of wrath. I feel better 
mee much better, in body and mind, than I was be- 
fore, and, with this bank of documents betore me, I could 
rain forty days and forty nights upon their sins and iniqui- 
ties! 





Sir, in my rambling remarks the other day, I said many 
things which I will prove now. I said the proposition of 
the gentleman (Mr. Cambreleng) did not ge iar enough.— | 
Instead of inquiring only into the manner and extent of 
Swartwout’s defalcation, it should propose an investiga- 
tion of the official conduct of the Secretary of the T'reas-| 
ury, with a view to his impeachment, if autficient be fuund ! 
on which to base the articles of specificaiion. 

Let gentlemen understand me, I measure my terms.— 
I speak in no spirit, of bravado. I declaim not when I say 
that, ifa majority of this House would do their duty with- 
out fear, favor, or affection, the Secretary of the Treasury 
would, before this House udjourns, be impeached. If ev- 
er 8 felon deserved the hangman’s knot, the Secretary of 
the Treasury, Levi Woodbury, deserves impeachment! 
That is the proposition which I will now proceed to de- 
monstrate. 

This is a bold declaration, I know the weight of its re- 
sponsibility, it requires some exertion to prove it; and I 
must be permitted io go back a little, to take a review of 
the past, from the beginning, and to gather and group, and 
array all my exhibits and proofs. 

To go back to the beginning, then; you all know that 
this present Administration that now is, is only a continua- 
tion of the one which went before it; a different stage of 
the same disease. It came into power a reform Adminis- 
tration, an investigating Administration. Yes, sir, they 
were hot in the pursuit and detection of all the iniquities 
of the reign of the venerable gentleman before me, (Mr. 
Adams,) and they fourid victims on whom to glut and 
gorge their party vengeance, on whom to vent their holy 
hatred of corruption, and through whom they might gain 
public confidence by making an example of one offender, 
which would at once blast the character of the past Ad- 
ministration, and emblazon their own immaculate purity 
and self-righteousness. They succeeded. Their first and 
last victim was Tobias Watkins—they seized upon him 
and his effects—incarcerated him nearly four years fora 
defalcation of less than four thousand dollars, prostrated 
the power and the party which trusted him with place, 
and ingratiated themselves in the favor of the nation as 
pure patriots and honest men who would reform and re- 
trench all abuses, and who were, themselves, incapable of 
like transgressions. 

They were vigilant and faithful, energetic and efficient, 
untiring and relentless—they swept like new brooms, they 
swept clean as long as any of the dirt of the Adams admin- 
istration was left in any of the Departments. They inthis 
time exposed all the enormities of their predecessors, and 
began to form a character for themselves. It was thought 
that they—they who had been such scourges to all offend- 
ers against the purity of the Government, would hardly be 
suspected of like offences themselves. But, mark you, sir, 
as soon as the immaculate administration of Gen. Jackson 
had been long enough in power to conceive iniquity and 
bring forth corruption and crime, worse—tenfold blacker 
than had ever before been perpetrated, all at once we wit- 
ness an entire change, and hear from “ the party’’ a differ- 
ent tone. The cry of corruption was now heard from ano- 
ther quarter—the trumpet blast came Joud and long from 
a different point of the field. The Post Office Department 
was first charged with every crime in the calendar of mal 
versation and malfeasance in office. The charges were 
denied, those who made them vilified, and investigation 
was scorned and scoffed at, untii the complaint became too 
popular to be unheeded longer: a committee was at last 
granted by both Houses of Congress, their investigations 
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could not be stifled, and their reports from both sides, in 
both branches of Congress, expo more bribery and 

corruption, more flagrant violations of official duty and 

crying abuses of oftiewal power and trusts, than had ever 

been churged or dreamed to exist. The Administration 

made a narrow escape; they ran the gauntlet through this 

exposure, and they were by it taught a lesson which they 

have ever since remembered—not foolishly again to grant 
or yield to another investigation. To appease the public 

indignation Mr. Barry, the only honest man among that 
den of thieves, was given over to the tender mercies of— 
what? @ foreign mission! O. B. Brown was permitted 
to resign with eclat and the gains he had laid up against a 
day of trouble from the profits of favored mail contractors, 
and the rest and the worst of the robbers were retained in 
their places. = : 

But, sir, [ was not for permitting the Administration to 
be “‘ whipped and cleared” after conviction upon indict- 
ment aguinst one Department, the Post Office, alone. I 
believed that there were other Departments as foul, and 
that investigation was more necessary in the Treasury De- 
partment, especially, than any other. I so charged during 
the long session of 1335-"6. I was laughed at as a mad- 
man. [he Globe denounced me as the tool of a faction, 
and daily were I and my friend (Mr. Peyton) placaried for 
calumny and falsehood, ‘‘ by authority,” in the Official Or- 
gan. During that session, whilst there was time to inves- 
tigate, we were not heeded, except by bitter denunciation 
for false clamor. But our clamors brought forth fruit at 
the next session—an official notice, though indirect, in the 
Message of the President—the “‘ last annual Message” of 
the Greatest and Best. 

In December, 1836, General Jackson sent to us his “‘ last 
annual Message,” in which he gave a certificate of hon- 
esty, probity, and good demeanor to all the officers of all 
the Executive Departments. It was given, no doubt, ex- 
pressly to falsify the charges which had been intimated by 
myseli und others at the previous session respecting the 


‘thea connexion between the Treasury and Reuben M. 


vwuitney. He held to Congress this language: 

“ Before concluding this paper, I think it due to the various 
Executive Departments to bear testimeny to their prosperous 
condition and to the ability and integrity with which they have 
been conducted. It iias been my aim to enforce in all of them 
a Vigilant aod faithful discharge of the public business ; and itis 
gratifying to me to believe that there is no just’ cause of com- 
plaiat from any quarter at the inanner iu which they have fulfil- 
jed the objects of their creation.” 

And, sir, as if to give this certificate all possible solem- 
nity of asseveration, it was made immediately to precede 
that closing paragraph in which, as with a sigh of regret 
heaved from the bosom of the old Cesar at the thought of 
leaving power, he pours out his gratitude to his fellow-citi- 
zens for their encouragement and support—expresses his 
consciousness of having come short of all he desired to ac- 
complish, his confidence in a favorable construction of his 
motives, his consolation that his errors would find a cor- 
rective in the intelligence and patriotism of those who 
would succeed him, his inspiration of increased confidence 
in our institutions, and his pledge, if spared by age and in- 
firm health in retirement so much desired by him, to in- 
voke that beneficent Being to whose providence we were 
already so signally indebted, for the continuance of his 
blessings on his beloved country. 

We will soon see whether there were errors to be cor- 
rected, and time has developed whether intelligence and 
patriotism sufficlent in those who succeeded him have been 
found to apply the “ corrective.” 

Sir, I forthwith joined issue with the propositions of this 
certificate. [reviewed this “‘last annual message” in a 
speech, to which I now refer, as part of the “res gesta”’ 
of this subject. I denied the propositions— 

Ist. That the various Executive Departments were in a 
prosperous condition. 

2d. That they had been conducted with ability and in- 
tegrity. 

3d. That it had been the aim of the Executive to en- 
force in all of them a vigilant and faithful discharge of the 
public business. 

4th. That there was no just causeof complaint from any 
quarter, at the manner in which they had fulfilled the ob- 
jects of their creation. 

I charged the very reverse of these propositions upon 
the pure, virgin administration of him who could do no 
wrong, and declared it was more corrupt than that which 
had, on the plea of corruntion, been thrust out of power. 
I pledged the proof, and demanded a committee. It was 
not until within one month and twelve days of the 4th of 
March, 1837, of the expiration of the 24th Congress, that 
I was able to wring from a reluctant Executive majority 
the appointment of a committee of investigation. It would 
never have been granted had not an issue been tendered 
by the President himself. 

And here, sir, before I proceed in the regular chronolo- 
gy of my history of investigation, I must pause to draw 
your attention to the Message of President Van Buren of 
December 10th, 1838, transmitting Mr. Secretary Wood- 
bury’s report of December 6th, 1838, “‘in relation to the 
recently discovered default of Samuel Swartwout,” ¢c. 
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Such is the new title of this old work! ‘The fact disclosed 
in this report, is, that the deficit of Mr. Swartwout at the 
end of each successive year was as follows : 


On the 31s. December, 1930, ......-.64 0-5 + eee GO22 BI 
Ou the Bist December, 1831, . . 6-6 6 ee ee ee ee eee 

On the 3ist December, 1832, . «6-6 ee ee ee ee eee BUSEL BB 
On the 3iet December, 1833, .. 0... ee ee ee eee ee OB 

On the 3ist December, 1834, ..... 


On the 3lst December, 1835, ..... ; pads ne Side 135 L61 69 


On tbe 3ist December, 1836,........ VeTeres "4. 
On the 3ist December, 1€37,. .... 6.66 ee e+. 1,616.965 32 
On the 2Sih March, 1938, .......- . » wee 3,225,705 69 


Thus is it now officially reported by Mr. Woodbury in 
1838, who was himself Mr. Secretary at the head ot the 
Treasury Department in December, 1836, when the certi- 
ficate was given, that then, at the very date of the Presi- 
dential certificate of honesty and probity, ability und integ- 
rity, Mr. Swartwout’s deficit was $336,718 69!!! So 
much for the “integrity” of the chief officer of the custom 
house of New York. While I was denounced for in-inus 
ting even a breath of suspicion thatany one of the [’resi- 
dent’s pets was impure, here was the officer in receipt of 
customs at the very fluod-gate ot duties-——the very empori- 
um of commerce, embezzling public mency to the tune of 
$336,000! And was he alone adetaulter? Was it at 
the receipt of customs alone that the public money was 
purloined? No, sir. Uther Judases held the ether bugs. 
The receivers at the land oftices, tuo, were ut the same 
date equally in fuult, morally and in a pecuniary pvint of 
view. There were tens and fifties of cases even worse in 
moral turpitude, though less in umount of dollars and cents, 
than the case of Swartwout, as 1 will show directly by 
House document Nv. 297, dated March 30th 1838, cun- 
taining the official correspondence of Mr. Woodbury with 
receivers, and the reports of commissivners upon the ‘ cun- 
dition’ of their offices ; a ducument which shows ci faulting 
receivers were as numerous as land offices themselves = 
did net know of these cases then; no one had hesrd s 
whisper of the defalcations of a single one of the long list 
which is now reported. All was then, kept quietiy and 
snugly concealed in the dark chamber of Mr. Woodbury's 
secret cabinet. I did not know, but, in Yankee phrase, I 
‘ guessed'ea great deal, thuugh not half of whut is since 
told. 

7 . 7. * * oa - 
CASE OF G. D. BOYD. 
as there ever such a fiagrant case [as that cf 
Win. P. Harris} before confessed, under the viticia! band 
and seal, by a head ofa department ! 

Yes, sir, just such a one in the instance of this Harris's 
successor: aman named Boyd! Sir, would ove not Lave 
reasonably supposed that the Secretary would have been 
careful to prevent his very successor trom doing the very 
same thing? Was it too much to expect that he would at 
least have been watchful to prevent the sume abuse imme- 
diately in the same office? Sir, it was even worse. Soon 
“ad his appointment, the Secretary wrote to him ¢s {ul- 
lows: 


even 


: “ Treasury Department, Dec. 26, 1896. 

* Sir: In reply to the inquiry made in your letter of the 7th 
instant, I would respectfuily refer you to the enclosed circular. 
I embrace the occasion to call your attention tv the necessity of 
making your monthly returns to this office as svon alter the ex- 
piration of each month as practicable. 

“Tam, &c. LEVI WOODBURY, 
“* Secretary of the Treasury. 
“ G. D. Boyp, Esq. o 
“ Receiver of {ie Public Money, Columbus, Mi.” 

The next letter shows that Boyd was in “ the line of sai 
precedents,” and ‘ following in the footsteps of his illustyi- 
ous predecessors :”’ 

; “ Treasury DerartMent, June 10, 1957. 
“* Sir: In consequence of your neglect to render your monthly 
return, and pay over the public moneys, as required by taw und 
the instructions of the Department, and the further vinissiou to 
execute your Official bonds in perfect furm, the President bas 
directed that the sales of public lands within your district by 


temporarily suspended, until your comphance with the duties 
re; osed on you, or such other steps as the facts may justify —~ 
The register has been instructed accordingly. Under tese ‘eir- 
cumstances, | have to require that a bond be renewed, ia the 
form required by the Commissioner of the Land Uffi-e: and 


that your returns be promptly rendered ; and that the whole 
amount of public moneys in your hands be specially deposited 
to the credit of the Treasurer of the United States, iti the Plaut- 
ers’ bank at Natchez, and evidence thereof transmitted here 


without delay. 
“Tam, &c. LEVI WOODBURY, 
- ° “ Secretary of the Tveasury, 
TECEIVER pd Pusiic Money, 





In the mean time, sir, the Secretary had appointed V. 
M. Garesche, a citizen of Delaware, I believe, a:; examiner 
of this office at Columbus, and others, to repoit upon its 
condition. After this last letter to Boyd, Garesche made 
his = mi on the 14th day of June, 1837, directed to Levi 
Woudbury, Secretary of the Treasury. From that report, 
sit, contained in this official document, No. 297, I extract 
the following : 


“ ‘Che account of the receiver, which I have made oui anit 
transmit herewith, presents against him a balance ot $55,955 34. 
Hie own account makes it $53,282 73; itis also annexel. itis 
sesets, of which I also send you the list, amount to $61,549 98, 


voting the land at $1 25 only, but might provably realize double 





the amount. The man seems really penitent ; and lam inclined 
to think, in common with his friends, that he is honest, and os 
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been Jed away from his duty by the example of his: predecessor, 
and a certain looseness in the code of morality which here does 
not move inso limited a circle as it does with us at home.— 
Another receiver would probably follow in the footsteps of the 
two. You will not be surprised, therefore, it I recommend his 
being retained in preference to another appointment ; for he has 
his hands full now, and will not be disp to sp ate any 
more. He will have his bond signed by the same sureties, and 
forwarded in a few days to Washington : this speaks favorably. 
He has, moreover, pledged his word that, if retained, he will 
stsictly obey the law, and receive nothing but specie in payment 
for lands. He tells me that he is about selling a great portion of 
his lands ; that and some other negotiations will enable him to 
discharge a large portion of his debt to the United States before 
the expiration of the present quarter. Lenity towards bim, 
therefure, might stimulate him to exertions which severity 
might perhaps paralyze. Ihave, in the mean time, enjoined the 
closing of the lund office until the bond is completed and return- 
ed. No land has been sold since the 29th ultimo.” 

Sir, is there any parallel to this in the history of corrup- 
tion? He reports to the Secretary that Boyd is a defauit- 
er to the amount of $55,965 54, in less than twelve 
months! Among his assets we find enumerated a princi- 

lity of the public lands! A t poly he; he 

ad absorbed public land and public moneytoo! And, 
sir, he is recommended to be ‘retained in preference to 
another appointment,” for the reason that the dog or the 
fox gave for not driving off the gorged swarm of flies: lest 
a lank and hungry swarm immediately fasten on the body. 
He has his hands full now, and will not speculate any 
more! He will give a bond signed by the same securities, 
and has pledged his word fora faithful performance ot 
duty, and to receive nothing but specie! The land office 
closed fur bis malteasance in office! Great God, sir, was 
ever public crime more flagitious and unblushing! Here, 
sir, is his list of assets, which will show you what he had 
probably been ding with the public money, to use which, 
for private profit, we are now told, should be made felony 
by statute: 

“L:st of notes belonging to G. D. Boyd, 











(given in the table,) amountingto - $37,150 00 
“ Abvut $1,000, other guod notes, not se- 
curedlyland - - - = = 1,000 00 3, 
; $3s,15u Ww 
“T have, also, say 20,000 acres of land unsold. I oye out of 


this one debt of $1,300; whichis all ldo owe, except some 
sinall debts. 1 have, also, an interest of half of the propts which 
may be made out of about 55,000 acres more. 4 
* Jone 5th, 1637, G. D. BOYD.” 

“In his list of notes, $3,300 are due to him as partner in 
a firm of G. D. Boyd & Henderson. Sir, his assets 
prove that he must have been guilty of perjury as well as 
defalcation. He must havé returned lands as sold which 
were never paid for; he must have fied his receipts for 
moneys paid which never were paid. And this fact must 
have been known to the Department from this very report. 
What has been done, sir, to recover this 20,000 acres of 
‘unsold Jand’’—public land, never in fact sold by Govern- 
ment—to recover this $37,000 for its land, which was suld 
by Bovd as his private patrimony? Let Mr. Woodbury, 
his marshals and district attorneys, answer me these ques- 
tions. Sir, I will tell you what has been done with Boyd. 
After this report was made, the Secretary wrote as fol- 
lows: 

“ Treascry Department, Aug. 8, 1837. 

“Sir + I am happy to hear of the frank and honorable course 
proposed in your letter of the 24th ultimo. It would be conve- 
nient to have the bond and resignation arrive here by the early 


part of September, 
“Lam, &c. LEVI WOODBURY, 
“* Sceretary of the Treasury. 
“ G. D. Bovp, Receiver of Public Money, Columbus, Miss.’ 
He permits him to resign, and commends his course as 
“ frank and honorable!’ Boyd is retailing lands plun- 
dered from the People at an immense profit—is making a 
fortune by his defalcation—is permitted by the Secretary 
to strut off with his “ hands full,” unscathed by a prosecu- 
tion; he is elected an independent Locofoco Senator to 
the State Senate of Mississippi, and, there, is a warm and 
grateful supporter of Mr. Van Buren! Well he may be! 
Such is his fate compared with that of Tobias Watkins, 
to whom I would beseech you again togo and buy soap to 
clean yourselves! These are the crying abuses, .sir, the 
flagrant enormities, the damnable outrages upon the public 
interests and morals, upon my patience, which have so 
roused my spirit ofttimes as to afford you and your party 
grounds tor representing me to be mad! Yes, sir, and 1 
uppeal to every honest man if such%monstrous abuses are 
not enough to make the blood boil—to frenzy! Would a 
pure Secretary ever have allowed Garesche to address him 
as he did Woodbury? Did not Garesche know that 
Woodbury was himself corrupt, or would he, a subordi- 
nate, have dared to address to him such reasons for retain- 
ing in public trust such a faithless villain? Would a 
Crawferd, or evena Rush, have been thus addressed ?— 
Woulda pure President retain such a Secretary, who 
could unbiushingly report such appeals to his dishonesty 
in an official communication? Sir, Garesche concludes his 
report thus. Speaking of Harris, the predecessor of Boyd, 
says: 
“‘ Various are the reports of the late recejver’s solvability ; 
some suy that he will pay the whole, whilst others, and the 
atest Rumber, do not believe that he will pay 75 per ct.; but 
ey all concede that his intemperance has been his ce peng 
and that the foss of his money hae been caused by that of his 
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reason ; and that, as in algebra, the minus on one side has been 
nade plus on the other. It is my belief that his forced confi- 
dence hus been sadly abused. He, too, passes for aa honest 


“Tam, very respectfully, sir, your ob@tient servant, 
Y. M. GARESCHE, 

“ Hon. Levi Woopsoury, Secretary of the Treasury.” 

Why should not such a Secretary be impeachel? Im- 
peach him, and I will go before that humbled and disarm- 
ed Senate, and convict him out of his own mouth and the 
mouths of his own minions. I will call no other witnesses. 
{ will dare the Constitutional judges to acquit him—over- 
awed as they are by an arrogant K:xecutive, they might ac- 
quit him in the face of these facts, and in the face of the 
People, if they dare! To read the Swartwout report, one 
would think Woodbury was astonished, astounded by a 
defalcation ; yet bere are tifty cases of like character with 
these of Linn, Harris, and Boyd ! 

It is worthy of remark, that Garesche, in a subsequent 
report, dated Oct. 12, 1837, says: 

“I understand that Mr. John Davis, of Columbus, has appli- 
ed for the office of tvceiver of Public Moneys, in the rovum of 
G. D. Boyd, resigned. From what 1 know of the character 
of the postulant, d think it would bea yery judicious choice ; 
he has been brought up to the bar, ig anuivle and tulented, 
and a warin friend of the Adininistration. 1 should be surprised 
if the Department suffered disappointment from that quarter.” 

No; likely enough not to suffer from a warm friend of 
the Administration, after the expericn:e of the two prede- 
cessors in that office ! 

***T come at last to that of Samuel Swartwout, the largest, 
though not the last of the list. 

Samuel Swartwout went out of office the 29th of March, 
absconded on the 16th of August, and was not proceeded 
against until the month of November, 1838. How does 
the Secretary account for this delay ? 

According to the report to this House, Swartwout’s last 
return, March 28, 1838, showed a balance against him 
amounting to the sum of $201,096 40. 

Letter of Swartwout to Secretary, dated April 13, states 
that he holds this sum subject to sundry suits at law then 
pending to recover back duties. 

Letter from Woodbury to Swartwout, April 16th, hopes 
that Swartwout would deposit one-half of that amount to 
the credit of the United States. 

Letter from Woodbury to Comptroller Barker, April 
16th, would thank him to have Swactwout’s accounts set- 
tled. 

And here, sir, you must permit me to digress a moment 
to show you a piece of Mr. Woodbury’s chicanery in the 
numbering of this last letter. You will perceive that it is 
dated the 16th of April, prior in date to Swartwout’s ex- 
cuses contained in his letter and those of Price of the 20th, 
2ist, and 25th of April; yet, in the Secretary’s report, 
page 3d, itis referréd to as if subsequent to those three let- 
ters of laterdate. This is some of Mr. Woodbury’s ob- 
fuscation, sume of his muddy water to escape by. It is 
very important, and you would not observe the effect of 
this upon a hasty reading. You will see the etiect direct- 


The next letter in the series is that of Barker, the 
Comptroller, to Miller, the First Auditor, dated April 17th, 
requesting him to settle the accounts of Swartwout. 
Letter of Barker to Swartwout, dated April 17th, re- 
quests him to return his accounts to First Auditor. 
Letter from Woodbury to Barker, dated April 18th, 
would thank him to call on the Solicitor to get from the 
District Attorney--asks Tom to call on Dick to get from 
Harry !—in New York (Price) a list of the suits pending 
against Swartwout for return duties, aud their amount, &c. 
endorsed with the same request to the Solicitor. 
Now, this letter, you will observe, was written in obvious 
reference to Swartwout’s of 13th of April, giving these 
suits pending as excuse for retaining the balance in his 
hands of $201,000. 
The next letter is from Swartwout to Woodbury, dated 
the 21st, in reply to Woodbury’s letter of the 16th, enclo- 
sing one from Price, dated the 20th, showing his individual 
liability fer judgements on protests, and stating that the 
notices of protests were estimuted at between $200,000 
and $300,000. 
Woodbury then, ina letter to Barker, dated April 23d, 
refers Swartwout’s letter to him, and suggests that Swart- 
wout should furnish Hoyt, his successor, with funds to 
meet refunded duties paid under protest, 
Barker, by letter to Swartwout, dated 24th of April, 
states his of the 2ist had heen referred to him, and that it 
was necessary he should so furnish Hoyt-with funds. 
Barker to Swartwout, April the 20th, requests him to 
render his accounts to the First 4-ditor. Gilpin, the So 
licitor, in a letter to Barker, April the 27th, enclosing 
Price’s letter, as district attorney, in reply to the Secreta- 
ry’s, of the 18th of April, showing the list of suits. This 
letter of Price, dated the 25th of April, to Gilpin, shows 
that there were Lut two suits pending undecided—dama- 
ges in one $2,000, in the other $158 20, and the amount 
of unsatisfied judgements to be but $5,561 63; the whole 
amount for which Swartwout was individually liable but 
$7,720 43. And, further, that there were 115 protests, 


and appraisements at custom-house, the amount of each 
claim could be readily ascertained.’”’ He adds: 

“Twill apply to the present collector (Hoyt) for such state- 
ment, and transmit it to you, upon my receipt thereof, It will, 
however, require several days to prepare such a document.” 

Now, sir, in this letter we see that Swartwout’s excuse 
for retaining this large balance of $201,000 to meet $7 000 
was false, or could readily be made to appear true or false 
in a period not exceeding, at most, “ several days.”” Were 
any steps taken to ascertain the amount of these protests? 
None. And, sir, here I bring your attention to the letter 
of Woodbury dated April the 16th, numbered 9, and to his 
report. Mark you, sir, page 3d, he says: 

“A further inquiry in the case, was, however, immediately in- 
stituted by me, through the First Comptroller and Solicitor of 
the Treasury. It terminated in an impression that the facts and 
the law, as to suits and protests, might justify a short delay in the 
adjustment. See copies of letters Nos. 6 to 8,” &c. 

The letters 6 to 8, in his report, are his of the 18th of 
April, Gilpin’s of the 27th of April, and Price’s of the 25th 
. — In the very next paragraph of his report he 
adds: 

‘But the Comptroller was, notwithstanding, directed to bring 
Mr. Swartwout's accounts to an early settlement, and to have a 
prompt payment made of whatevor amount should appear to be 
not in doubt or controversy.” 

Now, would not any one suppose, from this report, in 
this connexion, that this direction to the Comptruller was 
given subsequently to the date of this letter from Price of 
the 25th, falsifying Swartwout’s of the 16th? The Secre- 
tary intended to create such an impression, but, upon reéfer- 
ring to the No. 9 he cites, you find it his old letter of April 
16, prior in date to all this correspondence with Barker, 
Gilpin, and Price! 

So far, then, from his taking any steps after this falsifi- 
cation of Swartwout’s excuses for retaining so large a ba- 
lance, you find no step whatever until a letter from Wolf, 
the Comptroller, to Swartwout, dated June 13th, nearly 
two months after Price’s of the 25th, stating that upan an 
adjustment of his accounts he was charged with the enor- 
mous sum of $8,365,377 18! 

This, even, started not the Rip Van Winkle of the Trea- 
sury; but next comes lazily along another letter from the 
Auditor’s office, signed by clerk Mahon, to Swartwout, da- 
ted August 13—two months, again, after Wolf’s adjust 
ment—nearly four months after Price’s of the 25th, which 
was to admit of but a short delay, and which required only 
“ several days,” at most—calling upon him to forward 
his accounts ! 

Swartwout took steam for England in two days after- 
wards, August 16th! If this was speed, “ go tt, ye terra- 
pins!” Put Woodbury after Swartwout and Price! He 
gave them the word “ go,” and said, ‘Iam coming!” A 
Muscovy drake after night hawks! Sir, every step he 
took was like those of his own unwieldy body—heavy 
slow; everv indication here is that he was rather for giving 
them timely and friendly warning to take steam, not leg- 
bail! 
It is amusing, now, to look at the next letter of the De- 
partment and its date. Miller, the Auditor, reports to 
Barker, the Comptroller, August ‘31st, half a lunar after 
the bird had flown, that Swartwout’s accounts had not 
been received! On the 3d of September his (Swartwout’s) 
securities were notified that he had nut rendered his ac- 
count! The poor fellows took advantage of this notice, no 
doubt. They were fools, if they did not; and then came 
the circulars, the letters of inquiry, the despatches to New 
York, the bustling activity, the hurly-burly of confusion, 
and the wonder, and surprise—‘‘ Why, why, why! Swart- 
wout is gone! He is a defaulter! Who would have 
thought it? How did it happen? Can any body tell 
how! Canyou, Mr. Auditor?—you, Comptroller ?—any 
body ?”’ 
Such is a picture of the administration of your Treasu- 
ry. [tis literally administered and returned insolvent. 
Why was this delay from April to October, 1838, to as- 
certain what Price told them they might readily ascertain? 
Why this postponement to examine invoices and appraise- 
ments? I will tell you, sir. Notwithstanding Mr. Secre- 
tary tells you there was no suspicion, even—no, rot the 
least—this thing was as well known, not perhaps the 
amount exactly, but the defalcation was as well known be- 
fore October, as afterwards in November. But, the elec: 
tions were in October, and concealment of this nefarious 
transaction was every thing until after the Empire State 
and her sisters of the Union had voted. This was the sef 
cret of this delay, and this was Swartwout’s passport to 
Europe! ‘“ Better det it be” until after the elections! It 
would not do, Ifit had been known, when elections were 
turning on the Sub-Treasury scheme, that the chief Sub- 
Treasurer had marched off with a million or more of the 
public money, it would have had an electric effect; .it 
would have won for the country a victory in Ohio, notwith- 
standing abolition and its kindred political vices! Thank 
God it is in time for you, sir, in Tennessee! 

But, again. Fromthe joint report of the Comptroller 
and Solicitor, Barker and Gilpin, dated at New York, Nov. 
8, 1838, page 19, of this Doc. No. 13, we learn the fellow- 





uncertain in amount; “‘ but, by examination of invoices 
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settl t of his ts at the 
Treaty. anette Bist December last, (December, v pond 
and, that thoagh he was called on by the First —, os 
| tice subsequently given to his sureties by the — oo hen 
- accounts and vouchers from that time to the ap o — “a 
_ 1838, when his term of office expired, had never been furnish 
| ed.” 

Indeed, sir, it fully appears that he was never made to 
return a accounts pa sie fo at all; they were not re- 
turned, as you see by the letters read long after his escape. 
Now, why was this! What was the balance against him 
in December, 1837? Thesame report informs us: 

inst himon tbe 3lst December, 1837, 
won eninge aie Lomevee, was kilowu to include all the 
uncollected bonds not due, bonds in suit, &c. This made it ne- 
cessary, as the accounts and vouchers were not furnished, that 
immediate steps should be taken to ascertain the sum really due 
as accurately as possible.” 

Were such steps taken? None, none' Time after 
time was Mr. Swartwout requested and thanked to return 
his accounts. Time after time he failed. It was left, as 
it were, optional to furnish his vouchers or not; he chose 
to furnish none; he eloped on the 16th of August, 1838; 
and no such step was taken at all until the orders to Un- 
derwood in November, 1838—twelve months after it was 
necessary for “immediate steps” to be taken—to proceed 
to New York! : 

But again, sir. From this report, pages 33, 34, it does 
appear that the accounts of Swartwout ar the term com- 
meacing October Ist, and ending December 31st, 1837, 
were made out at the First Auditor’s office as early’ as 
May, 1838, showing the balance due the United States to 
be $9,678,984 56. Here is the statement in full, report- 
ed by the First Auditor, and certified by the Comptroller; 
and certified by the Register and Woodbury himself.— 
Why was this delay, from December, 1837, to May, 
1838; and why, when reported in default, was Swartwout 
permitted to escape as late as August, without accounting 


at all? 
a 
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Again: Sir, it further appears from the second report of 
Barker and Gilpin to Woodbury, dated New York, Nov. 
15,1838, that one of the funds in which there is a deficit 
is the fund of “ forfeitures and penalties.” 

“ The ‘ forfeitures and penalties’ belonging to the United States 
constitute the second fund in which there is adeficit. It amounts 
ja the aggregate, to $38,523 12. 

Of this, there occurred— 





In the year 1932, the sum of $29.632 46 
In the year 1833, the suin of 3,674 OL 
In the year 1834, the sum of 1,173 09 


' the year Ib3o, the sum of . _ 5,343 53—§39,693 12 

aa by the provisions of the 89th section of the act of the 2d of 
March, 1799, the collector is to receive from the court all sums 
received on account of fines, penalties, and forteitures, for u 
@ breach of the revenue luws, and heis to account for them quar- 
terly to the ‘I'reasury. The sum above stated belonged to the 
United States, as their portion of various penaities and forfeit- 
> ures, and was received by Mr. Swartwout under the above pro- 
vision. It was hot, however, devited in his owa cash account; 
and though admitted in his accounts rendered to the Treasury, 
it bas never been paid over.” 

These sums you see were received by the collector from 
Courts of record, Now, if proper supervision had guard- 
ed his official conduct, was it not the easiest thing in the 
world to detect his deficit in this fund by inspection of the 
Court’s records?) Was there ever such an inspection? 


None. 

Agiin: Another fund in which was a deficit was that 
consisting of “three Treasury warrants :”’ 

“Three Treasury warrants, amounting in the aggregate, 
to $39,240 05, were received ‘by Mr. Swartwout during the 
years 153} and 1935. They were for the following sums respect- 
| iveiy: 

1831, August 23, No 9677 $7,687 21 
1835, May 2, No. 037 21,895 15 
1835, June 22, No. 993 9,707 69—$39,240 95 

“Mr. Swartwout received these warrauts under the authwri- 
ty of the 2d section of the act of the 27th of June, 1834, to make 
up an allege: deficiency in the fees and emoluments of his of- 
fice to meet the compensation due to his clerks. Their receipt 
appears by his books, but the procee‘is have never been debited 
in his cash account, and their whole amount still remains en- 
tirely unaccounted for.” 

Now, sir, from whence did Swartwout receive these 
warrants? From the Secretary’s Department—from 
Washington! The Secretary himself knew that he had 
received these warrants, of course. Swartwout, it seems, 
did charge himself with these warrants, as their reeeipt 
erie by his books, but their proceeds were never debi- 

iw his cash account, Now, sir, how could the Secre- 
tary fail to detect this deficit? Yet it appears to have 
continued from August 23d, 1834, through May and 
June, 1835, up to November Ist, 1838, without a suspi- 
cion ! 

Again: Sir, it appears another item of deficit was for 
“fees and emoluments of office overdrawn :”’ 

_ “Cash was withdrawn for the alleged purpose of paying the 
| expenses of the office, beyond the actual amount of these expens- 
63, as exhibited by Mr. Swartwout’s own accounts and vouch- 
ers. The aggregate of this excess is $00,291 42. The applica- 
tion of this fuud commenced in thethird quarter of 1835, and 
extended down to the last quarter of his official term. It is thus 
distributed through the geveral years: 

In 1835 the excess of cash withdrawn was $6,968 25 

2s 4) 


Tn 1836 it was - - = 5 29 ' 
| Ig 1837 it was - - - 23,134 88—#66,201 42" 
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Jirst quarterly accounts. 





EDUCATION: 


Did not Mr. Secretary know what should have been the 
correct charges for fees andemoluments? This, it seems, 
pervaded three years, and was never detected until the 
defaulter had run away with a million! 

Fines and forfeitures $39,822 12 
Treasury warrants 39,240 05 
Office expenses 60,291 42—$139,354 59 

Here is the sum of $140,000, in round numbers, ab- 
stracted for years, which Mr. Secratary must have known 
was embezzled, unless he was blind in his eyes, or perfect- 
ly senseless in his olfactory nerves; yet he never suspect- 
ed! Sir, vigilance in supervising the accounts of Swart- 
wout would have detected, to a certainty, either one of 
tfese deficits during the years 1834, 1835, 1836, and 1837, 
and would have saved the sum of $1,225,000, lostin March, 
1838! 

But, sir, [ have been proving, so far, gross neglect only. 
I will now proceed to show something worse than laches 
in this case, on the part of Mr. Secretery Woodbury. 

On page 2d of his report, Mr. Secretary says: ‘‘ Whilst 
Mr. S. remained collector, suspicions do not seem to have 
been excited at the Department that be was guilty of any 
default.” Were suspicions excited anywhere else than 
at the Department? He says, page 3d, ‘‘ subsequent dis- 
closures’ —disclosures subsequent to Price’s letter of the 
25th, ‘‘ made tothe Department in November, excited sus- 
picions,” &c. Not until November, then, three months af- 
ter Swartwout’s departure from the country, were suspi- 
cions excited at the Department! Nov. 5th, 1838, assoon 
as suspicions were excited, the Secretary wrote to the So- 
licitor, Gilpin, enclosing a memorandum from Hoyt, Swart- 
wout’s successor, which memorandum is without a date, 
no mention being made as towken it was communicated, 
and ia in the following werds and figures: 


“* Copy of Hoyts Memorandum,” 
$13,683 7 


75, 
Deferred bond account - - $616,254 33 
Cash retained - - e - 201,096 40 
Cash retained - - - - 80,769 53 
Overdrawn emoluments - - 60,291 42 
Retuined torfeitures - - - 39,823 12 
Retained amount of warrants . - 39.210 05 
Deposite account balance - - 1,087 470 35 
Tounage balance - 3 - 164,010 00 
Error account balance - - - 166 44 


Dollars, 1,233,435 63” 

Gilpin is ordered, for the first time, to see whether there 
were not mistakes in Swartwout’s holding over so large a 
balance in his hands te cover his liabilities for su:ts and 
protests. In case of defalcation, a distress warrant was 
sent. Gilpin and Barker both then proceeded to New 
York, and made two reports, one of November 8th, and 
one of November 15th, 18338, and Gilpin made two sepa- 
rate reports of the 10th and 13th of November, ascertain- 
ing the facts of the defalcation as they now appear. 

Now, sir, I should like to know when this memorandum 
of Hoyt was sent to the Secretary. Why is it sent to us 
without date? Was this sent before November, when sus- 
picions were first excited? When did Hoyt know the se- 
cret? It was his memorandum, mark you, which started 
Gilpin with despatches to New York, primed them Novem- 
ber oth, for the first time, with pl ary powers to catch a 
flying defaulter or seize his eff 

Sir, the Secretary tells us, page 3d— 

“ The circumstances which led to most of those disclosures 
transpired in the course of preparing the first quarterly accounts 
of” Hoyt, the * successor, for settlement; aud the Departunent 
was first indebted for them, in a great measure, to his care and 
vigilance.” 

Hoyt’s care and vigilance then caught the rogne, and 
the disclosures were made in the course of preparing his 
¢ c Mark these two facts, and bear 
them in mind. When did Hoyt’s first quarter expire ?— 
He came into office in March, 1838—his first quarter ex- 
pired in June! How did suspicions sleep, then, until No- 
vember! More than four months! Hoyt’s second quar- 
ter had expired, it seems, before suspicions were awake: 
yet it was during the preparation of his first quarter’s ac- 
counts that the disclosures were made! 

But, again: Sir, Swartwout’s whole defalcation amounts 
to $1,225,705 69; the principal item being his deficit on 
the “‘ bond account,” amounting to $646,754 83. Gilpin 
and Barker, in their report to the Secretary of the 15th No- 
‘ember, say: 

“The remaining fund, the deficiency in which makes up the 
whole debt of Mr. Swartwout, is the bond account, By Mr. 
Swartwoul’s returns tothe Treasury Department, it appears 
that when his terin of office expired he was chargeable with ¢s,- 
901,666 59 of bonds for duties not paid into the Treasury. Of 
these, he ‘ansferred to his successor, the present collector, $6,- 
45,386 13, constituting the portion of these bonds not yet due, 
or unpaid. He aiso accounted for a further portion, amounting 
to $2,302,525 63, as having been sent to the district attorney for 
suit. This leaves the suin of $616,754 83, being the aggregate 
of the deficit in Mr. Swartwout’s bond account. On examina- 
tion, We ascertained that of this aggregate the amounts that be- 
came aue were as follows: 

In the year 1837, the sum of ° $511,299 93 


And in the first quarter of i888 - = - 2,504 28 
Making together - - - 613,004 21 


Of theremainingsumof - - - = 32950 62 
Whieh is necessary to make up the 546,704 53" 
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Thus it appears, at the expiration of his term of olfice, 

Swartwout was chargeable with $8,994,666 59 

Of the bonds constituting that 

sum, he transferred to Hoyt 6,045,386 13 

Sent to district attorney, for suit 2,302,525 13 

$8,347,911 26 
$546,754 $3 





Leaving deficit - - 
(Further Extra ts !n our next.) 
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REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT OF COMMON 
SCHOOLS. 

















On the 3d instant the Secretary of State presen 
ed to the Legislature hisannual report in relati ».1 
to the Common Schools. It is a document f 
unusual interest, and presents the statistics a | 
recommendations in relation to this importa ¢ 
branch of our state policy, with the force and cle .- 
ness that characterize all the productions of t' t 
able public officer. e 
following extracts. 

I. THE CONDITION OF THE COMMON (SCHOOLS. 

By the annexed table marked A. it appears that there 
are 58 organized counties in the state, including the coun- 
ties of Fulton and Hamilton, which are reported with 
the county of Montgomery, 9 cities containing 57 wards, 
and 813 towns. The commissioners of common schools 
of ail the towns, and the proper officers in the ci- 
ties, have made their reports as required by law, to the 
clerks of counties, and the latter have furnished to this 
office transcripts of those reports. The townsuf Pelham 
in Westchester, Wilmot, in Herkimer, aud Arietta in 
Montgomery, are exceptions to this observation. The fur- 
mer, a3 has been heretofore observed in the Superiuten 
dent’s reports, is of very limited territorial extent, aml is 
inhabited almost exclusively by wealthy individuals, whore 
children are sent to private schools and academies, The 
two latter are new towns, in a region so thinly settled, that 
it has been hitherto found impossible to support a distinct 
school. In these towns no distinct schools have been kept 
and of course no reports have been made. 

By the table marked B, which exhibits ina condensed 
form the matter contained in the table marked A, it will 
be seen that the number of organized schvoldistricts in tle 
state on the firstof July last, the day on which the reports 
of the commissioners of common schools bear date, was 
10,583; and that from 9,830 of these districtsreports were 
:eceived by the commissioners, for the year ending on the 
31st day of December, 1837. There are, of course, now 
organized, 753 districts which made no reports to the cum- 
missioners, or one in every fourteen districts in the state. 

[t does not fuilow, however, that these districts were all 
delinquent. The reports of the trustees of school districts 
are made or the first of January in each year, und the re- 
ports of the commissioners of common schools on the first 
of July. If between the first of January and the frst of July 
a new district is created, it is includelas a part of the to- 
tal number of organized school districts, in the report of 
the commissioners, though it cannot be included in the 
number of the districts trom which reports were received, 
because at the date of the reports it was not in exisience 
as a separate districts. The actual number of districts cre- 
ated during that period, does not appear by the repoits: 
but the whole number tormed during the year, embraced by 
the reports of the commissioners, was 238 During the 
preceding year there were 627 districts, from which nv re- 
ports were received. Itappears, therefore, that while the 
whole number of districts -furmed by the commissioners ia 
233, the additional number from which no reports weve re- 
ceived, is 126. 

In thecounty of Richmond every school district hus re- 
ported; in the counties of Rockland, Schenectady and 
Seneca, all but one ; in the counties of Cortland and ‘Lomp- 
kins, all but two; in the counties of Columbia and Kings, 
all but three; andin the counties of Albany, Orleans and 
Rensselaer, all but four. 

In the districtsfrom which reports were received, schools 
were kept an average period of eiglit months, during the 
year 1837. During the preceding yeur the average period 
of instruction was seven months. 

The number of children instructed «luring the year 1837 
inthe districts from which reports were received, was, 
528,913; exceeding by 4,725, the number instructed du- 
ring the year 1836. The number of children between five 
and sixteen years of age, residing in the same districts, on 
the 31st of December, 1837, was 539,747, exceeding by 
2,865, the number residing in the di-tricts reported on the 
31st of December, 1836. ‘the number of childrem in- 
structed has, therefore, increased in «a greater ratio, than 
the number reported between five aml sixtegn yeurs of age. 
In this respect, also, there is a decided improv ement since 
the year 1836. The differcuce between the number of 
children between five and sixteen years of age, and the 
number receiving instruction in 1336, was 12,694: while 
in 1837 the difference was only 10,834. 


From the report we make ti 
{Albany Argus. 
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The average number of children between five and six- 
teen years of age, residing in the districts reported on the 
3let of December, 1837, was nearly 55 to each district.— 
The average number of children instructed in each district 
during the year reported, was nearly 54; that is, 54 chil- 
dren, on an average, attending school in each district, du- 
ring the whole, ora part of the period of instruction. 

By reference to the table marked C, the condition of the 
common schools, in some of the most essential particulars, 
may be seen, from the year 1816 to the present time. It 
is gratifying to perceive that the condition of the schools 
during the year now reported, when compared with the 
preceding year, is improved. It is a remarkable fact, and 


one which strong'y commends itself to the consideration of 


all, thatduring she years 1835 and 1836, constituting as 
they did, a period of unexampled prosperity, so far as mere 
external indications could be trusted, the schools declined, 
both as respects the number of children instructed, and 
the period of instruction. In 1834, a year of panic and de- 
— the schools were in decidedly better condition than 
n either of the two subsequent years. In 1837, on the 
other hand, the year now reported, the schools rallied again 
although it was a period of general embarrassment. In 
@ town near the city of New-York, the schools were kept 
an average period of ten months, in 1834. In 1836 it 
become the theatre of extensive speculations; a con 
siderable portion of its territory was converted into litho- 
graphic cities and building lots, and the period of instruc- 
tion was reduced to six months. In 1837 visionary schemes 
of speculation gave place to the sober and more rational 
pursuits of agriculture and the period of instruction inthe 
schools, again increased to nine months. Do not these 
facts show that seasons, in which the channels of specula- 
tion and enterprise are highly inflated, are the most un- 
friendly to education? that intellectual cultivation is most 
likely to be promoted when sordid calculations of pecunia- 
ry gain are most restricted in their indulgence and their 
objects? If it be so, it gives additional force to the testi- 
mony which all history bears to the truth, that when the 
spirit of money-making becomes a prevailing passion, the 
moral and intellectual virtues are in danger of losing their 
gscendency. Happily neither its duration has been so 
great with us, nor its influence so extensive as to work any 
serious injury, excepting so far it may have produced 
individual cases of embarrassment, ruin aud demoraliza- 

tion. 
Il. ESTIMATES AND EXPENDITURES OF THE SCHOOL 

MONEYS. 


The reports of the commissioners of common schovls, 
show that the sum of $339,718 82, was paid over to the 
trustees of the school districts in April, 1838. See abstract 
B. In stating the amount so paid in April, 1837, there 
was a clerical mistake of $9979 22, in last year’s report. 
The mistake occurred in making ar. abstract of the report 
from the city of New-York. The actual amount of schoo 
money paid to the trustees of school districts, in April 
1837, was $332,832 40. The amount so paid in 1838; 
therefore, exceeds the amount paid in 1837, by $6,886 42, 

The amount of public money paid for teachers’ wages. 
during the year 1837, was $335,882 92; of which sum, 
$110,000 was derived from the Common School Fund,, 
$19,725 76 from local funds belonging to particular towna, 
and the balance, $205,157 16, was raised by tax on the 
property of the inhabitants of the cities and towns. The 
chool moneys thus expended are less, by the sum of 
$14 18, than the amount of school moneys expended du. 
ring the year 1836. 

The amount paid for teachers’ wages, in additiun tothe 
sums of public money mentioned in the last j,<:agraph, 
was$477,875 27; exceeding, by the sum of $41,528 81, 
the amount so paid in 1836. As this amount is derived 
from the contributions of those whose children are under 
instruction, it affords gratifying evidence of an increasing 
liberality, in relation tothe support of the schools. As no 
individual is compelled to send his children to school, the 
whole is voluntarily paid. 

The whole amount paid for teachers’ wages, consists of 
the aggregate sums stated in the two lust paragraphs, 
amounting to $813,758 19. 

By reference to the table marked G, the amount derived 
from local funds, in each town, will be seen. The income 
of these funds is equal to the interest, at £ per cent., of a 
capital of more than $328,000. 


Of the Revenue of the Common School Fund- 


During the year ending the 30th September, 1838, the re- 
ceipts of the Common School Fund, amounting to $192, 
994,09. By the last year’s report, it appeared that the 
balance on hand on the 30th September, 1837, was 124,- 
540, 91. These two sums make an aggregate of $227,- 
535, 00 tobe accounted for. Of this aggregate, the sum 
of $110,000. was distributed to the common schools on the 
first February last. A like sum will be distributed on the 
Ist day of Febguary next: leaving a balance in the treasu- 
4 on that day, of the revenue of the fund, of $7,535, 00. 

his balance will be augmented by the sums received be- 
tween the 30th of September last, and the first of Februa- 
Yy next, on account of revenue. 
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Increase of the Distribution tothe School Districts. 

It was siuted in the last annual report of the Su 
perintenent, that the school moneys distributed to the- 
schoul districts, amounted to about 40 cents per scholar. 
These moneys amvunt to $220,000, or $110,000 from the 
school fund, and an equal amount raised on the several 
towns. This amount is exclusive of the income of local 
funds, which are possessed by some of the towns, and also 
of some thousands of dollars raised by special tax in the 
city of New-York, for the erection and repair of school 
houses, the purchase of furniture, &c. The school moneys 
are, by existing laws, applicable to the payment of teach- 
ers’ wages only. The act of April last appropriates an- 
nually, for distribution for the schools, from the income of 
the United States Deposite Fund, $110,009; and as an 
equal sum will be raised by tax, the amount distributed last 
last year will be doubled. The distribution will, therefore, 
be equal to about 80 cents per scholar. 


Of the Capital of the Common School Fund. 

The productive capital of the Common School Fund, a- 
mounted, on the 30th September, 1838, to $1,929,707,51. 
Tne unproductive capital of the fund consists of lands, 
lying principally in the fourth senate district. During 
the year ending on the day above mentioned, the produc- 
tive capital was increased, by the sum of $10,059,83. The 
whole of this increase accrued from sales of lands, excep- 
ting the sum of $3,360, which was derived trom pre- 
miums on sales of stock, loaned to rail-road companies, as 
follows, viz: from the stock loanedto the Auburn and Sy- 
racuse rail-road company, pursuant to Chap. 293 of the 
laws of 1838, $1,860, and from the stock loaned to the 
Catskill and Canajoharie rail.road company, pursuant to 
Chap. 240 of the laws of 1833, $1,500. ; ’ 

The act of April last, after making certain appropria- 
tions for the support of colleges, academies and common 
schools, from the income of the United States Deposit 
Fund, provides that the residue of that income shall be add. 
edannually to the capital of the Common Schou) Fund. 
The income of the formerfund will amount to nearly $260,- 
000 per anoum, und the approbriations referred to amount 
to $208,000, viz; to the common schools, to beapplied to the 
payment of teachers, $110,000, and $55,000 forthe pur. 
chase of school district libraries ; to the Lit-rature Fund 
$28,000; and to colleges, $15,000; leaving a balance of 
about $50,000, to be applied to the increase of the last 
mentioned fund. Should these appropriations continue un- 
disturbed, the capital of the Common School Fund will, by 
the year 1850, amount to about $3,000,000, without any 
further provision for its increase, as the sales of lands be- 
longing to it, may be expected to yield two or three hun- 
dred thousand dollars. 

The aggregate increase of the capital of the Common 
School Fund during the last six years, is $194,53222, or 
an average increase of $32,442,03 per annum. During 
the same period, the fund has not incurred the lose of a 
dollar. 

IV. ORGANIZATION OF THE COMMON SCHOOLS. 

The great regularity with which the affairs of the school 
districts are conducted, and the promptness with which 
their condition is reported, for the information of the le- 
gislature, have been nauieed in former reports. The com- 
mendation which ha n repeatedly passed upon the 
officers, (more than thirty thousand in number) engaged in 
preparing and transmitting to the Superintendent the in- 
formation on which his annual reports are founded, is still 
their due. Returns have been received from all the towns 
excepting three, in which, for satisfactory reasons assigned 
in another part of this report, no organized school district 
exists: and all the returns received are complete ex- 
cepting three, which are defective in a single particular 
only. 

Improvements in the system. 

There is nothing which more strongly distinguishes the 
social improvements of the age, than the effort to establish 
and perfect systems of popular education. This effort is 
not confined to governments of which the prevailing insti- 
tutions are supposed to derive strength and stability from 
the diffusion of knowledge: but in one country at least, in 
which the people have little, if any, participation in the 
distribution and exercise of political power it has been most 
efficient and successful. The Prussian system is generally 
acknowledged to be unrivalled in the extent of the provis- 
ion which it makes for the education of the people, the 
efficiency with which it is administered, and the perfection 
which it has carried into the various departments of in- 
struction. In France, the foundations of a broad and en- 
ergetic system of public education have been laid ; and 
movements have been made in England to accomplish the 
same object. Some of the ablest minds in both countries 
have been devoted to the investigation of the subject, and 
to the preparation of proper plans of instruction. These 
efforts have not been embarrassred or retarded by any fear 
that the diffusion of Knowledge would unsettle established 
political systems. Indeed, some of the warmest advocates 
of popular education, have been found among sovereigns 
the most tenacious of their prerogatives and powers. 

In the United States, the subject of education has at- 


‘its present celebrity. 





| 
| 


tracted an equal degree of attention. In States where aye. | 
tems of public instruction have existed for a length of time | 
the effort has been to elevate and improve them: and in. 
States where none existed, measures have been taken to, 
introduce them. This State belongs to the former clags.— 
Although oursystem of popular education is not of Jo 
standing, district schools were in operation in every part of 
the State, under the care of voluntary associations of jn. 
dividuals, before the law forthe establishment of common 
schools was passed. The principal effect of the law wag 
to convert these voluntary and self constituted organizations 
into legal incorporations, and to endow them with the eq. 
pacities necessary for ghe execution of ‘the objects of their 
institutions. In conferring upon them additional powery 
they were subjected also to additional responsibilities. 
Classes of otticers unknown to the pre-existing sy 
were created, to enforce the requirements of the law, and 
to secure the faithful application of the public funds, which 
were set apart fur the support of the schools, to the prescri. 
bed object of expenditure. At the end of twenty yean 
from the legal organization of the system, it had acquired, 
under the supervision.of successive superintendents, ade 
gree of order and regularity in the vari -us departments of 
its administration, which could not well be exceeded. Dy. 
ring the last six years, the efforts of all concerned have 
been almost exclusively directed to the elevation of the 
standard of instruction, which had not advanced in the same 
ratio as the external management of the schools and dis 
tricts. In this repect New York has participated in the 
geueral movement, which distinguishes the age, in favor of 
a higher and more efficient provision for the education of 
the people. 

Political and social systems, involving great complication 
of detail, aad comprehen.ling large masses of individuals 
within the range cf their provisions, cannot reasonably be 





expected to be brought to perfectiun but by continued and 
persevering efforts. The time and labor expended on 
them will naturally correspond withthe magnitude and dif 
ficulty of the work to be accomplished. The Prussian 
system is said to have been extremely defective down tothe 
commencement of the present century, though it had been 
long inexistence. Theefforts of Frederick the Great to 
reform it, though attended with highly beneficial effects 
upon schools of a higher grade than those which were de- 





voted to elementary instruction, had little influence upon 

the latter. Indeed, they are said to have declined for al 
time under the very efforis made to improve them. No 

material advances were attained until teachers’ seminaries) 
had been established, anew class of instructors had been 
trained up, and the ancient practice of teaching by merely | 
storing the mind with facts, was exchanged for that whic 

firat investigates the intellectuai faculties and the laws of 
their developement and adapts to them the proper subjects 
of instructiun, and the methods by which knowledge is most 
successfully communicated. These changes were thewok 
of time. It is only within the last ten years that the system 
may be said to have attained the excellence which gives it 
Its friends do not now deem it per 
fect, but are still laboring with unabated zeal to bring it to 
perfection. 

The common school system of this State is comparative: 
ly of recent origin. The first law authorizing the establish 
ment of common schools, was passed about twenty-six 
yearsago. Inthe management of the economical and pe 
cuniary affairs of the districts, there is nothing to be desi- 
red. Greater regularity in the administration of this part 
of the system cannot well be fancied. Butits defects be 
come apparent the moment we enter the schools. All these 
defects centre in a common deficiency—the deficiency un 
der vhich the Prussian schools languished so Jong =the 
want of efficient and well qualified teachers. One of the 
principal improvements which have occupied the attention 
of the legislature and the friends of education, during the 
last six years, has been to supply this defect; but in the 
pursuit of this common object, some diversity of opinion 
has prevailed with regard to the measures best calculated 
to accomplish it. Some distinguished advocates of the 
cause of popular education, (and among them are found 
several of the chief magistrates of the State,) have recom 
mended the establishment of teachers’ seminaries on the 
Prussian plan. ‘The prevailing opinion, however, has been 
in favor of departments for the education of teachers er 
grafted upon the incorporated academies of the State, with 
such endowments as to render them adequate to the object 
in view. This system was authorised by the Legislature 
in 1834; it was established in 1835; and its progress from 
that time to the present will be seen in another part of thi 
report. It is unnecessary to enter into any examinationd 
the arguments in favor ot these rival systems. The ont 
which has received the sanction of the Legislature wil! 
doubtless be adhered to so long as it shall continue to afforl 
the assurance that it will be equal to the ex;fectationsof it 
authors. 


(Remainder in our next.) 





William Bryan has been officially recognized by t 
President of the United States as Consul of the Repnblic 
of Texas for the Port of New Orleans. 
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The Palladium, tw 


Malone, F P Allen 
Franklin Gazette, a Fort Covington F D Flanders 
Futon. 


Fulton Co. Democrat, a Johnstown, 


Fulton Co. Republican w do Darius Wells 
GENESEE. 

Republican Advocate, w Batavia, D D Waite 

Spirit of the Times, a do Frederick Follett 

Le Roy Gazette, w Le Roy F L Goodrich & Co 

Attica Balance, w Attica, Edwin A Cooley 


Farm. & Mech. Jour., @ Alexander, | P Lawrence 


American Citizen, Perry, D Mitchell 
7 GREENE. 
Catskill Reccrder, Catskill, Sylvester&Croswell 
Catskill Messenger, a do Ira Dubois 
Coxsackie Standard, a Coxsackie Thomas B Carroll 
HERKIMER. 

Mohawk Courier, 2 Little Falls, N. Johuson 
Herkimer Journal, « Herkimer, O A Bowe 


Rockton Euterprise, a Little Falls, E M Griffing 


JEFFERSON. 
The Jeffersonian, a Watertown, Hunt & Smith 
The North American, w do Benjamin Corey 


Sackett’s Harb. Jour.w Sackett’s Har. EM Luff 


Kings. 
Long I. Star, (semi-w) w Brooklyn, E B Spooner & Co 
Do, Weekly Siar, do do 
Brooklyn Advocate, a do R Arnold 
Williamsburgh Gazette, Williamsbucgh, F G Fish 
Lewis. 
Northern Journal, 2 Lowyville, Ambrose W Clark 


Lewis Co. Republican, a Martinsburgh, Asa Bailey 


Livineston. 
Livingston Republican, w Geneseo, D S Curtis 
Livingston Register, a. do John Kempshali 
Mount Morris Spectator Mount Morris, Harding & Allen 
Mapison. 

Republican Monitor, w Cazenovia, 

azenovia Democrat, a do 
Obser & Recorder,a Morrisville, 
Hamilton Palladium, w Hamilton, John Atwood 
Chittenango Herald, @ Chittenango, Isaac Lyon 
The Union Herald, anéi-slav. Cazenovia, 


MonTGomeRY. 
The Fonda Herald, a Fonda, 
Fort Plain Journal, w Fort Plain, 
The Intelligencer & Mo- 
hawk Advertiser, 
The Radii, (bya deaf & 
dumb man) Canajoharie, Levi S Backus 
Chris. Pallad. (semi-m.) Union Mills, Joseph Badger 
The Lutheran Her.(s.m.)Fort Plain, Wiiliam L Fish 
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Lewiston Advocate, - Lewiston, 

a Onxtwa. 
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Rev. J C Rudd 
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Mrs H C Coneut 
JP Bishop, pud- 
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Oneida Democrat, a do 
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Evang. Magazine, (Univ) do 
Youth’s Miscellany, do 
Mathers’ Monthly Journal do 
Ant-Slavery Lecturer do 
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Rome Republican, a Rome, 

The Vernon Courier, Vernon, CC Bil! 
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Onondaga Standard, a Syracuse, Smith & Crandall 
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Geneva Gazette, @ Geneva, J Stow, jr 
Geneva Courier, 7 do Ira Merrill 
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Orleans Republican, @ do CS McConnell 
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Commercial Advertiser, a do Hull & Henry 
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Port Ontario Aurora,w# Port Ontario Barkley&Mes’ng er 
A neutral paper, Fulton, 
OtsEGo. 


Freeman’s Journal, a Cooperstown, John H Prentiss 


Otsego Republican, w do Holroyd § Barber 
Cherry Valley Gazette, aCherry Valley, Charles McLean 
QUEENS. 


Long Island Farmer, w Jamaica, Isaac F. Jones 


Long Isiand Democrat, a do J J Brenton 
Hempstead Inquirer, Hempstead, James C Watts 
RicHMonD. 

Richmond Co. Mirror, New Brighton F L Hagadorn 
SARATOGA. 


SaratogaSp’gs, Gideon M Davison 
E G Palmer 


Ballston Republican, @ Ballston Spa, 
James Comstock 


Ballston Spa Gazette, 2 do 
ScHENECTADY. 

Freedom’s Sentinel, w Schenectady, Stephen S Riggs 

The Reflector & Schenec- E H Kincaid, Pr. 


tady Democrat, a do Giles F Yates Ed. 
ScHOHARIE. 
Schoharie Republican,a Schoharie C.H. William H Gallop 
Schoharie Patriot, w do Peter Mix 


SENECA. 
Seneca Falls Courier, Seneca Falls, Isaac Fuller & Co. 
Seneca Observer, @ Vaterlov, H H Riley Ed. 
Ovid Bee, Ovid, D Fairchild & Son 
Sr. Lawnkence. 
St Lawrence Republican, a Ogdensburgh, J M Tillotson 
The Times & Advertiser, w do A Tyler 
StTgeuBbEN 
The Constitutionalist,w Bath, Charles Adams 
Steuben Farmers’ Adv.a@ do HenryD Smead 
Ham’dsport Advertiser, Hammondsport, D Fairchild 


SuFFOuK. 
The Corrector, 2. Sag. Harbor, Harry W Hunt 
Republican Watchman, @ do Samuel Phillips 
The Long Islander, Huntington, A Whitman 
SULLIVAN. 
Republican Watchman, a Monticello, James E. Quinlan 
TioGa. 
Owego Gazette, a Owego, J B Shurtleff 
Owego Advertiser, w do A HCalhoun 
TomPKINs. 


Ithaca Jour. & Gen. Adv.a Ithaca, Mattison& Barnaby 
Ithaca Chronicle, w do D D & A Spencer 
Trum’sburg Advocate, w Trumansburg, Erastus S Palmer 


ULster. 
Ulster Sentinel, cw Kingston, William Culley 
Ulster Republican, a do Alonzo L Stewart 
Political Reformer, w do H M Romeyn 
Saugerties Journal, Saugerties, Stevenson 


ARREN. 


n’s Falls Zabina Ellis 







Glen’s Falls Spectator, 


Wash. County Post, w 3 James Gibson 
Sandy Hill Heraid, @ andy James Wright 
Washington Sentinel w Union Village, Wendell Lansing 
WAYNE. 
Wayne Sentinel, a Palmyra 
Palmyra Whig, w do 
Western Argus, w Lyons, 
The Wayne Standard,zo Newark, 
Wayne Co. Gazette, a Lyons, 
WESTCHESTER. 
Hudson R. Chronicle, w Sing-Sing, 
Westchester Herald, a do 


Spencer & Myers 

WN Cole 

W F Ashley & Co 
David M Keeler 
Clark, Card & Co 


AH Wells 
Caleb Roscoe 


Westchester Spy, @ White Plains John W Bell 

W. Putnam Repub. a Peekskill, Samuel Marks 
Yates. 

Penn-Yan Democrat,a Penn-Yan, Bennett & Reed 

The Democratic Whig, w do W H Child 


a. Supporters of the National Administration. w. Whig, 
or Opposition. 2. p. No Party. Those without desig- 
nation generally exclude political discussions altogether. 

Whole number of Periodicals now published in thie State, 
292, of which are embarked in political controversy, 186, 

Viz. Administration, 82; Opposition, 104. 
Religious Periodicals, 18; Philanthropic, 10. 
Daily papers 28 ; Tri-Weekly2; Semi-Weekly 12 ; Weekly 

206; Semi-Monthly works 6; Monthly do. (including 

Reprints) 26. 

Of the above, there are published in the City of N. York, 

15 Daily, 1 Tri-Weekly, 10 Semi-Weekly, 33 Weekly, 

3 Semi-Monthly, 17 Monthly, and 5 Quarterly Publica 

tions—in all, 84. 
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Electrical Telegraph.—An English journal, nat 
the Annals of Electricity, Migpition: fe, in its aaa 
for May, 1838, in speaking of the Electrical Te 

some time since established in America, by Prof. Morse, 
says that the invention of this mode of correspondence ig 
at the same time claimed by England, Scotland, America, 
and different countries of Europe. This Journal adds the 
the question will yet be long debated before it can be re 
solved : the following facts may assist in its solution. 

The Academy then proceeds to cite from various publi. 
cations, the names of those who have heretofore sought 9 
apply this principle, with the dates of their respective ]_. 

ors. 

The first inorder is the Magazine of Voigt, in the year 
1794, where a German, named Reisor, has given a detailed 
description of an apparatus that he had constructed, and 
connected with an electrical machine, the only kind then 
known. Inthe same work, four years after, is mention 
ofa Dr. Salva, who had constructed a telegraph upon this 
plan, in Spain, and that Don Antonio, who had seen it 
erate, under his own eye, was especially informed of , 
certain piece of news, through its agency, at a very great 
distance. 

At this epoch Volta had not made his immortal discove. 
ty which bears date in 1800. In 1811, Scemmering, jn 
the German Journal of Schwelger, presented a new pas 
of electrical Telegraph, by the employment of the Voltaic 
pile. It consisted of thirty-five conducting wires, isolated 
in an equal number of glass tubes. These wires re 
ted the twenty-five letters of the German alphabet, and the 
ten numerical signs of decimal calculation. 

In 1890, Mons. Ampere, who knew not of the labors of 
Scemmering, suggested this means of communication as 
well by magnetic needles as by letters of the alphabet, ¢- 
ther of which may be put in motion by means of conduct. 
ors, made to communicate, successively, with the pile, 
through the agency of keys to be elevated or depressed gy 
pleasure. In this way, said he, distance may be annibil. 
ted, and the transmission of thought would be as rapid as 
written or oral communication. From that period numer 
ous efforts have been made in England, Germany, America 
and Russia, particularly the latter, more or less important, 
to accomplish something in this way, upon the plan of Am 


pere. 
In 1832 or ’33the baron Schilling constructed, at St 
Petersburgh, an electrical telegraph upon a plan peculiarly 
his own. Experiments with it were witnessed by the 
sent Emperor, but the inventor dying soon after, his see 
were not carried out by any successor. [ Buffalo Jour. 





Mexico.—A letter to the Editor of the New Orleans 
Bulletin, from the Commander of the U. S. ship Erie, pub 
lished on the 12th ult., states that vessels are permitted to 
enter Vera Cruz, but are prohibited from landing godds 
under the penalty of confiscation. i 

The Tampico Telegraph of 27th Dec. announces the in- 
telligence that the blockade of that port has been raised, 
Tampico, it will be remembered, is in possession of the 
party opposed to the Government. 


The Bosten and Providence Rail Road Company has 
declared a dividend-of 4 per centy for the last six months; 


J. C. de St. Romes, of the New Orleans Courier, was 
on the 9th ult. elected State Printer by the Louisiana Le 
gislature. 





A Serious Fire‘ occurred at Wetumpka, Alabama, on 
the night of Dec. 29, destroying the Printing Estab)ish 
ment of the Sentinel and Advertiser, and a Tin Manufacto- 
ry belonging to Mr. Tenant. Loss fifteen to eighteen 
thousand dollars. 


Not Bad.—The Cincinnati Sun thinks that the year 
1839 will cut a greater figure in the world than any of its 
predecessors. 

The Mobile Banks resumed onthe 9th uit., with the 
same ease and quiet which has attended the return toa 
souud currency almost every where else. The spetié 
withdrawn, we underseand, amounted only to about half 
that deposited. ; 


The United States Branch Mint established in the 
Georgia gold ince Pape received Gold bullion amounting 





to $140,000 since ruary last. 
Writing Ink.-A very excellent and cheap Blue Writing Fluid 
is extensively mannfactured by Messrs. ‘Tuttle, Bel her Bur: 


ton, of Troy. It is recommended by its freedom from sediment, 
its capacity to bear freezing w.thout injury, and the permanen-§ 
cy ofits color. We believeit is invariably approved by those 
who have used it. 
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